Free Wi-Fi
at 32 MRT

stations
by end-2015

Some upgrading works nearing
completion, offering faster train rides

By JANICE HENG

BY THE end of next year, all 16
MRT stations on the North-East
Line (NEL) and 12 more on the
North-South Line (NSL) and
East-West Line (EWL) will offer
free Wi-Fi access.

With this, 32 stations across
the entire MRT system will offer
free Wi-Fi, the Land Transport
Authority (LTA) said yesterday in
a report. All such stations are lo-
cated on these three lines.

Free Wi-Fi access is currently

available at City Hall, Orchard,
Raffles Place and some platforms
at Bishan, Dhoby Ghaut and Out-
ram Park.

Joining these will be the rest of
the NEL, as well as Ang Mo Kio,
Bedok, Bukit Batok, Buona Vista,
Choa Chu Kang, Clementi, Eunos,
Jurong East, Khatib, Paya Lebar,
Sembawang and Yishun.

The LTA also gave updates on
its upgrading works to make train
services more reliable.

After a spate of breakdowns, in-
cluding major ones in December

2011, the LTA began extensive re-
newal works for the NSL and
EWL in 2012.

These included replacing tim-
ber sleepers with concrete ones.
The replacement process requires
trains to run slower while the new
sleepers are stabilised.

Replacement work on the NSL
is about 76 per cent complete and
due to finish by the middle of next
year. Trains are back to full speed
from Yio Chu Kang to Khatib.

Quality assurance engineer Lu
Huimin, 26, travels between Toa
Payoh and Woodlands on week-
days. She looks forward to faster
train rides after the works are
done.

“It’s a chore to have to spend
so long sitting or standing in a
train on the way home,” she said.

The signalling system is being
upgraded to let trains run more
frequently. Works are 73 per cent
complete for the NSL and will
start early next year for the EWL.

Work will start next year to re-
place the power-supplying third
rails of the NSL and EWL and is
due to finish by the end of 2016.

Defective or sagging third rails
have caused several train disrup-
tions over the years.

On the NEL, wires and U-bolts
are being replaced. These are part
of the overhead system which sup-
plies power to trains, and have

caused breakdowns in the past
when they corroded and snapped.

Meanwhile, construction on
the Downtown Line’s second
stage is close to 90 per cent com-
plete, with its 12 stations on sched-
ule to open by the first quarter of
2016. The 16 stations in the final
stage are on track to open by
2017.

Work has started on the north-
ern stretch of the Thomson-East
Coast Line, with tenders for civil
works to be called early next year
for its eastern stretch. It will be
completed in stages from 2019 to
2024.

The LTA has also called a ten-
der for Canberra station on the
NSL between Sembawang and Yis-
hun. Work will start in the second
quarter of next year and finish in
2019.

Existing lines are getting great-
er capacity, with a 48 per cent in-
crease in the train fleet under
way. The first of 18 new NEL and
24 new Circle Line trains will en-
ter service from the middle of
next year. From 2016 to 2019, the
NSL and EWL will get 57 new
trains.

The LRT lines are also getting a
boost, with 13 more train-cars for
the Bukit Panjang LRT system and
16 more to arrive for the Seng-
kang-Punggol LRT from 2016.
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